Introduction
It is a well-known fact that Germanic languages show substantial variation with respect to inflection. From a diachronic perspective, Germanic languages are in the process of deflection. distinction between first, second and third person. The Dutch inflectional system has been substantially reduced over the past centuries. However, it has often been observed that the verbal paradigm shows a large amount of variation in Dutch dialects. This phenomenon has never been thoroughly studied in a comparative survey of dialects (but cf. Goeman 1999). Within the context of the research project ''Variation in Inflection'' (Meertens Institute/University of Amsterdam) a survey of the patterns of variation in varieties of Dutch has been achieved. This paper provides a first presentation and a preliminary analysis of the variation that we found in verbal inflection in geographically determined synchronic varieties of Dutch.
The observation that there appears to be a huge amount of variation within the verbal inflectional paradigm of Dutch varieties is exemplified by the inflection for second person singular. In Standard Dutch the inflectional morpheme in the subjectverb order is -t, but moving through the dialects one also finds the inflectional suffixes -st, -s, -en, -n, and -0.
1 In this paper, we concentrate on the feature system that is minimally required to describe and analyse the observed variation from a paradigmatic point of view. This focus implies the preliminary assumption that there is a one-to-one relationship between inflectional affixes and (a set of) morphosyntactic features (cf. Aalberse in press). In other words, we start with the assumption that one specific inflectional form is characterized by just one specific (set of) feature(s) and vice versa. The data that we have used, were drawn from the SAND (the Syntactic Atlas of the Dutch Dialects), a database containing a large corpus of syntactic information,
